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GLOSSARY OF BANK FINANCIAL TERMS 
A Roadmap to Understanding Bank Financial Measures 

 
Top Line Advisors is a consulting firm serving bankers and vendors to the banking industry that specializes in assisting clients develop and implement sales  

growth strategies.  The Bank Data Tools Group is part of Top Line Advisors that evolved from ongoing work with clients to help their sales and marketing  
professionals better understand the financials of banks, thrifts, and bank holding companies.  The tools developed to assist clients with the analysis of banking  

financials have been “productized” and offered to bankers, bank consultants, and vendors to banks.  The tool discussed below is one of those products 

 
The Glossary of Bank Financial Terms is one of the Bank Data Tools from Top Line Advisors.  This glossary is a layman’s description of over 
one hundred financial measures and ratios banks look at.  It is a valuable tool for new and non-financial bank staff, bank consultants, and 
sales professionals who sell to banks . . . and anyone else who needs to be conversant in bank financials. 
 

To order the glossary, go to  www.BankDataTools.com  to download the latest version. 
 
 
CONTENTS OF THE GLOSSARY 
 
There are three main sections: 

1. Bank Financials 
2. Metrics & Ratios 
3. Sources of Industry and Institution Data 

 
1.  The Bank Financials Section  
 
This section contains the financial summary for the banking industry, and a detailed description of every main balance sheet  and income 
statement item reported by banks and thrifts.  The key measures for each financial line item are shown for the latest quarter for reference. 
 

This is a sample of the industry data table in section 1. 
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This is a sample of the detailed description of 
each line item, along with a metric to give a 
sense of how significant the line item is in the 
over financials of banks. 

 
 
 
2.  Metrics & Ratios Section 
 
This section of the glossary contains 60 measures of bank performance, asset quality, assets mix, liability mix, capital structure.  Included is 
the formula for the calculation, what the ratio means, and the ratio for all banks and all thrifts for the latest calendar quarter. 
 
 

This is a sample of the one part of 
the ratios section, showing 
income ratios. 
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3.  Sources of Industry and Institution Data Section 
 
This section contains 30 web site links for industry data and information.  An example of these links is shown below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


